
Johann Sebastian Bach (31 March 1685 – 28 July 1750) was a German composer, organist, harpsichordist, 
violist, and violinist whose sacred and secular works for choir, orchestra, and solo instruments drew together 
the strands of the Baroque period and brought it to its ultimate maturity. Although he did not introduce new 
forms, he enriched the prevailing German style with a robust contrapuntal technique, an unrivalled control 
of harmonic and motivic organisation, and the adaptation of rhythms, forms and textures from abroad, 
particularly from Italy and France.

The four Orchestral Suites or Ouvertures BWV 1066–1069 are a set of compositions, probably composed 
between 1725 and 1739 in Leipzig. The word overture refers to an opening movement in which a section of 
slow dotted-note rhythm is followed by a fugue; at the time, this name was also used to refer to a whole suite 
of dance-pieces in the French baroque style.

The Air is one of the most famous pieces of baroque music. An arrangement of the piece by German violinist 
August Wilhelmj (1845–1908) has come to be known as Air on the G String.

Dr. Michael Pratt has degrees in music education and music composition from The University of Toledo, 
The University of Michigan, and Boston University. He studied composition with Pulitzer Prize winning 
composers Ross Lee Finney and Leslie Bassett at The University of Michigan, and taught music in the 
public schools for many years in Michigan. 

He has sung with The Toledo Choral Society, Toledo Symphony Chorale, Opera!Lenawee, and The University 
Musical Society Choral Union of The University of Michigan with whom he has performed with The Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra, The San Francisco Symphony, The Kirov Orchestra, The Russian National Orchestra, 
The Ann Arbor Symphony, The Lansing Symphony, The Grand Rapids Symphony, The Toledo Symphony, 
The Birmingham Symphony, The Gabrieli Consort, and The Tallis Scholars. 

He has played tuba with The Toledo Symphony, Toledo Concert Band, Toledo Opera, University of Toledo 
Faculty Brass Quintet, Adrian Chamber Brass, Adrian College Faculty Brass Quintet, The Croswell Opera 
House, The Adrian Symphony Orchestra and The Adrian City Band.

He has performed with many notable conductors, including, Valery Gergiev, Michael Tilson Thomas, Neeme 
Jarve, Mikhail Pletnev, Rafael Fruhbeck de Burgos, Leonard Slatkin, John Adams, Gennady Rozhdestvensky, 
Paul McCreesh, Peter Phillips, Catherine Comet, Eric Kunzel, Margaret Hillis, Martin Katz, and John Finley 
Williamson. 

Michael Pratt is a member of ASCAP. 
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Air
from Orchestral Suite No. 3, BWV 1068

J. S. Bach
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Duration 4:50

Arr. by Michael Pratt


