Victor Ewald (1860 - 1935), was a Russian composer of music, mainly for brass instruments. He was born in
Saint Petersburg and died in Leningrad. Ewald was a professor of Civil Engineering in St. Petersburg, and was
also the cellist with the Beliaeff Quartet for sixteen years. This was the most influential ensemblein St. Petersburg
in the late 19th century, introducing much of the standard quartet literature to Russian concertgoers. He also
collected and published Russian folk songs. Ewald’'s professional life, like that of many of his musical
contemporaries, was in an entirely different field; that of a civil engineer, in which he excelled, being

appointed in 1900 as professor and manager of the Faculty of Construction Materials at the Institute of

Civil Engineers.

For many years Ewald’s four quintets were considered to be the first original pieces composed specifically for an
ensemble which is recognisable today as essentially the modern brass quintet - consisting of two treble, valved
instruments, one ato, one tenor and one bass. Inevitably, at such atime of change and invention, there would be
some variation in the exact design of instruments in favour from country to country and so the actual constituent
parts of Ewald’s quintet would have differed in some ways from those instruments played in current times.
Photographic evidence from about 1912 shows that Ewald himself played in a brass quintet. It is seen to consist
of two piston-valved cornets, rather than the modern choice of trumpets; arotary-valved alto horn, rather than the
French horn; arotary-valved tenor horn, rather than the trombone; and a rotary-valved tuba (played by Ewald
himself).
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Victor Ewald

Adagio non troppo lento

Duration 3:45

from Quintet No. 1 in Bb for Brass, Op. 5
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